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I’m delighted to be here today, to celebrate the completion of the mobile birth registration. The mobile 

birth registration has been implemented for 14 months, in 7 municipalities, and registered around 50,000 

children who live in remote areas. This is quite a remarkable achievement, and it has been possible 

because of the commitment and great collaboration among the Ministry of Justice, ChildFund, and UNICEF, 

and of course the generous support by the Government of Japan. A big thank you, and congratulations 

for all of us. I’d like to say a special thank you to the team of the Ministry of Justice and ChildFund, who 

travelled across the country without much break during 14 months, worked tirelessly day and night and 

slept in tents, always found solutions in difficult situations, and fully dedicated themselves to the children 

and families who needed support. Your hard work have really made differences in children’s lives. 



As we all know how important the birth registration is for the people and the country, mobile birth 

registration is a great activity for families who live far away from the registration office and do not have 

enough resources to register their children. We know that the demand for the birth registration is high, 

and we witnessed how much people appreciated the mobile registration coming to their community. 

However, I’d like to also remind that our goal is to make the birth registration system accessible and 

affordable to everyone, regardless of where they live, or where children are born. Our vision is all the 

children can be registered immediately after the birth without waiting for the mobile registration will 

come to their community, because the birth registration is the first step to make a child’s life protected, 

connected to the family, and ready for all the opportunities in the future. Let’s continue working together 

to realize this vision in the near future.  

 

I’d also like to cerebrate the handover of equipment to the municipality civil registry offices which we will 

visit later. This is another great contribution thanks to the Government of Japan. In the birth registration 

process, the time it takes from the application until the issuance of a birth certificate has been a big 

challenge. People, including children and elderlies, often wait all day long despite the hard work of the 

registry staff. It is often because of the inadequate equipment and lack of essential materials. I hope this 

contribution will help improve the civil registration services, shorten the process time, and make it easy 

for both officials and users. 



Lastly, I’d like to mention a few other key results we achieved during this 4 years birth registration 

programme. Thanks to the support by the Government of Japan, over 2,000 community leaders and 

midwives were trained on how to play their role during the birth registration process; the first ever written 

manual for birth registration procedures was developed; 100,000 blank certificates, and 124,000 LISIO - 

the mother-child health handbook - were procured, along with 252 health professionals trained on how 

to support mothers and how to notify birth; a government decree law on the implementation of the civil 

registration and vital statistics, which includes birth registration, is about to be submitted to the Council 

of Ministers; and messages on the importance of birth registration and child rights were delivered 

continuously through community radios, booklets, videos, and events. There are yet many other 

achievements. I’m very glad that all these results contributed to improve the birth registration system in 

Timor-Leste, and we wish to continue supporting along the way until the universal birth registration is 

realized. 

Once again, thank you very much for all the partners joining us today, and congratulations for the 

completion of the birth registration programme.  

 

 


